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College updates current 
online testing procedures 
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This is the first feature in a series highlighting the “unsung heroes” of TJC. 
Mark Gartman, director of facilities and construction, was selected for 
this first feature for his behind-the-scenes work on campus. 

Facilities director 
f builds solid future 

By Mary Mone 

Online Editor 

I 

I Always fascinated by challenges, Mark Gartman has traveled all over 

I the United States and into Monterrey, Mexico, in search of renovations to 
tackle. After years working for his own business, Gartman now serves as 
the director of facilities and construction at Tyler Junior College. 

What initially caught his interest in working at TJC 11 years ago was 
that it was, “a change from being in business for yourself,” Gartman said. 

Specializing in renovating hotels, Gartman began his construction 
' journey by owning a contracting business that started in 1992. 

“Our services were mainly focused on the hotel industry and included 
carpentry, furniture, fixture, equipment installation, installation of doors, 
locks, tub surrounds and just about anything else you can find in a hotel/’ 
Gartman said. 

There are a lot of facets to his job at TJC, but among them, Gartman 
spoke about how he particularly enjoys the challenges, like renovating 
buildings that are about his age, and the hard-working team he directs and 
works with daily. 

“The people I work with and around are just very dedicated to their jobs 
and to making TJC the best,” Gartman said. 

Unsung Heroes on Page 3 


By Madison Heiser 

Editor-in-Chief 

Tyler Junior College has made changes to 
its testing center procedures and services to 
accommodate the schools influx of online and 
hybrid classes. TJC has also made online proctoring 
services available for professors wishing to monitor 
academic integrity during online exams. 

The testing center is allowing students who are 
unable to take online exams from home to schedule 
an in-person testing appointment. To reduce the 
number of students in the testing center at one 
time, students must email testingservices@tjc.edu to 
schedule an online exam. Students should include 
their name and A number, exam window, passcode 
(if necessary), and whether or not the exam is set to 
be proctored online through Honorlock; 

According to the company’s website, Honorlock 
is a software system designed to provide “on- 
demand online proctoring services for schools 
and universities with no scheduling, headaches 
or bulky software downloads.”TJC made this 
software available for professors to implement 
within their online and hybrid courses. History 
professor Dr. Kahne Parsons shared her thoughts on 
implementing Honorlock proctoring in her classes. 

“I liked the program very much because it 
gave me more control over setting my own exam 
parameters and aided tremendously — I believe — 
in eliminating much of the cheating associated with 
internet testing,” Parsons said. 

Both students and professors alike have expressed 
concerns surrounding Honorlock’s methods of 
proctoring via live webcam recording. 

“A camera recording you and the room 


surrounding you the entire time doesn’t help with 
the preexisting nerves of taking an exam,” said TJC 
freshman Ally Wilcox. “I feel that TJC should 
search for a different option for testing, whether 
it be spacing out test days or finding a different 
program that feels slightly less invasive.” 

Such a video recording of a student’s exam, 
although monitored by both artificial intelligence 
and live proctors, requires professors to watch the 
recording to examine any possible “red flags” after 
the exam is taken. 

“This increases the potential workload of 
professors by placing the onus of visual examination 
for an entire class upon that professor,” Parsons 
said. “Having said that, I believe the bonuses of 
Honorlock outweigh the loss of the one feature.” 

Honorlock requires Google chrome, a working 
webcam, microphone and stable internet connection 
in order to operate. This poses a challenge 
for students who do not have access to these 
requirements. However, such students qualify to 
request an online exam appointment in the TJC 
testing center. 

According to Chris Fontaine, executive director 
of academic advising and testing services, “In the 
event a student needs to use the testing center after 
being recommended by their professor, there is a way 
to override Honorlock since a live proctor will be 
monitoring the student taking the exam.” 

The testing center operates from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Wednesday; 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. on 
Thursdays; and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Fridays. The 
testing center is closed on weekends except for 
special registration events. 

For more information onTJC’s testing services, 
visit ^c.edu/info/2003l/testing_services. 
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The testing center is located on the second floor of Rogers Student Center on TJC’s main campus. The center 
also provides testing services for standardized exams such as the JS\, CLEP and GED exams. 


Double Trouble; Flu, Coronavirus pose twice the risk this season 
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The above graphic depicts the COVID-1 9 
virus. The right graphic shows the common 
influenza virus. Flu season peaks between 
December and February. 


By Sorayda Rivera 

Student Life Editor 

Flu season is around the corner, and 
yet the country is still in the middle of a 
worldwide pandemic. 

The world has fallen ill since the now 
not-so-novel coronavirus made its debut in 
March. People have not only lost jobs and 
homes, but also their loved ones. 

The Tyler Junior College community, like 
the rest of the population, has taken steps in 
trying to combat the virus. 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention said on its website that, “because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, reducing the 
spread of respiratory illnesses, like flu, this 
fall and winter is more important than ever.” 

COVID-19 and the flu are contagious 
respiratory illnesses that are caused by two 
different viruses. 

Brandi Pate, nurse practitioner at the TJC 
on-campus clinic, said “the concern this year 
with the flu is the similarity of symptoms it 


shares with COVID-19.” 

Some symptoms include fever, cough 
and shortness of breath. One symptom of 
COVID-19 different from the flu is it can 
cause someone to lose their sense of smell 
and/or taste, according to John Hopkins 
Medicine’s website. 

Another concern Pate mentions is this 
year the health care field could become 
overburden “due to the increased risk of 
catching both diseases at once and will bring 
a challenge to health care due to the similar 
symptoms of each illness.” 

Dr. Tom Cummins, chief medical officer 
for UT Health East Texas, said it is stiU 
too early to know the severity of this year’s 
flu season but “depending on how bad this 
strain of flu that comes around this year is, 
it could have magnifying effects for each 
other.” 

Having the flu and the Coronavirus could 
mean double injury to the lungs and double 
injuries to the kidneys, Cummins added. 

TJC has taken precautions to 


help prevent infection, but Pate also 
recommends ways to help reduce the 
burden of illness this flu season. 

“Get your flu vaccination; stay at home if 
sick; cover your mouth and nose; practice 
good health habits and good handwashing,” 
Pate said. 

While young people might not get 
severe flu symptoms, staying safe is 

Flu Season Page 3 
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News 


Campus garden provides 
oasis, learning opportunities 

By Emily Niebuhr 
Student Life Editor 


At Tyler Junior College there is something beautiful behind 
Potter Hall and the Genecov Science Building where students 
pass by. It is TJC s own garden, which has grown since it began 
in January 2017. 

Dr. Ryan Button, professor of sociology and assistant director of 
the Presidential Honors Program, helped establish the garden and 
explained its main purpose. 

“A school garden is a powerful environmental education tool,” 
Button said. “Through gardening, students become responsible 
caretakers. Also, they have an opportunity to engage in agricultural 
practices on a small scale, learning about the responsibilities that 
impact land cultivation.” 

The TJC garden is produced by the Green Committee with 
Buttons leadership; however, the garden is open to any member of 
the TJC community. 

Dr. Manouchehr Khosrowshahi, professor of government, has 
been part of the garden project for the past few years. He helps 
plant, water, weed out, trim and decorate the garden. 

“The garden is one of the best projects at TJC to benefit everybody. 
The garden provides a place for experiencing nature, which is proven 


to benefit mental health and emotional well-being,” Khosrowshahi 
said. “Gardening creates a sense of community.” 

The garden has a variety of plants such as turnips, green beans, 
basil, oregano, mint, tomatoes, pepper, sweet potatoes, sage, muscat 
grapes, kale, pumpkin, cantaloupe and garlic. Khosrowshahi added 
he expects asparagus “to be productive in about a year.” The garden 
is also experimenting with ginger and turmeric. 

The garden also serves as a source of free produce to the local 
community. 

“They collected and donated over 300 lbs of vegetables during 
their first crop in the summer of 2017, so since that summer 
harvest they have not donated any vegetables outside of the 
community and witnessed more of their own community engage 
the garden,” Button said. 

Khosrowshahi explained what students should know if they want 
to help with the garden. 

“We encourage students to be a part of gardening projects. 
However, it must be done under the Green Committee s direction 
to avoid duplication and waste,” Khosrowshahi said. 

The Green Committee meets at 4 p.m. every Thursday in 
Vaughn Conservatory. Students should contact Button at rbut2@ 
tjc.edu if they are interested in joining the committee and/or 
helping maintain the garden. 



Photos by Cassidy Winborn 


The TJC garden is located behind Potter Hall and 
the Genecov Science Building. 
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Culinary Department 
ehallenged by C OVID-19, 
ereates recipe for success 


By Brianna Murphy 

Contributing Writer 

As the pandemic has affected both students and 
teachers, adapting to change is the key to success. At 
Tyler Junior College, COVID-19 policies have been a 
central focus. While the classrooms continue to change, 
the culinary world and thus TJC s Culinary Department 
adjusts to fit the new demands of the public. 

In addition, the Culinary Department faces challenges 
with social distance learning. Programs and clubs have 
been slower to start up this fall. Larry Matson, chair of 
the Culinary Department, emphasizes the importance of 
"maintaining six feet and having less people in classes.” 

Classrooms are focused on individual work, a strict mask 
policy and frequent hand washing. Additionally, hybrid 
classes are offered, with labs in person, to enforce TJC s 
social distancing procedures. 

Typically group projects are abundant in class, but 
COVID-19 has altered assignments. Occasional group 
work continues, but classes prioritize to “keep people 
separated and [while] everyone is wearing a mask.” 

Keeping germs out of the kitchen is the highest priority. 
“Everybody is washing hands,” Matson said. “We sanitize 

Along with classroom difficulties, the Apache Kitchen 
has faced similar issues. The Apache Kitchen is serving 
less and follows a stricter protocol. Matson said they 
“have been serving people but havent been serving as 
many people as we did in the past.” Furthermore, social 
distanced dining areas have been implemented. 

AH degree programs continue to be offered, which 


includes an associate in culinary arts, basic culinary 
certificate and pastry arts certificate. 

Students graduating will still be able to participate 
in an assignment that celebrates their academic 
achievement. Students graduating this fall will create a 
five-course menu, develop the recipes, and will prepare 
the meals. Each student will have their menu featured 
one night in November. This allows students to test their 
skills in a realistic environment while gaining feedback 
from teachers. 

Matson believes for students to succeed, they must 
"always make sure to be professional and present yourself 
in the best way possible.” 

For students interested in enrolling, Matson encourages 
students “to have a passionate enthusiasm to get on your 
feet and work hard.” Furthermore, Matson added in the 
culinary business “you never know who you are going to 
cross so first impressions are very important.” 



lYifli Alex 

iilaiierariiiiii eiliieator 



Q: Have you been a student at TJC 
before, and if you were, what was your major? 

A: Yes, IVe been a student at TJC before, 
and I was a music major. 

Q: What does the TJC Earth and Science 
Center provide? 

A: It provides entertainment, education, 
and our planetarium dome is a 40-foot diameter 
screen that wraps around. 

Q: Do TJC students come here a lot or do 
you get more outside visitors? 

A: Here and there. It s more of a majority 
from the surrounding community. But here and 
there we do get students fi-om TJC to come here 
because once in a while, TJC professors will 
assign extra credit and have the TJC students 
come to watch an exhibit. 

Q: When is the Earth and Science Center the busiest? 

A: There really is no answer for that, but throughout the days 
of the week, Saturdays are the busiest days for us. The busiest 
time is when we do field trips. 

Q: What schools come to see the dome the most? 

A: AU ages really, but mostly elementary students come see 
us the most. 

Q: What do you teach here? 

A: We teach astronomy. We teach everything here fi'om 


earth sciences to astronomy. For example, we teach folks about 
the constellations, stars, and things that are visible in the night 
sky. We also do a planet tour where we fly around our planets and 
talk about them all in the planetarium dome. 

Q: Was the TJC Earth and Science Center open during 
summer? 

A: Yes, we re open generally the whole year. There's only one 
or two weeks that we close and that's the fall of refi-esh that we 
just finished actually. 

Q: What is the “fall of refresh?” 

A: That is when we switch out our exhibit area. Yes, we 


do switch out our exhibits and shows because we're 
not only a planetarium dome. We have our exhibits, 
which are interactive for the kids and our gift shop. 
Due to COVID-19, both our exhibits and gift 
shop are closed. We do let people in the dome, but 
we can only allow 20 people instead of 85, which is 
how many seats it can hold total. 

Q: What is one thing you want students to 
take away from being in the Earth and Science 
Center? 

A: I would say that the study of astronomy and 
space is much more relevant than a lot of people 
would realize. For example, normal objects like a hair 
dryer or things that go in your body, for instance, to 
keep your heart beating, that all came from research 
and space. That's always one of the big things I try 
to emphasize. 

Q; Since you work at an Earth and Science Center, are you 
good at math or science at all? 

A: I am not technically an astronomer, but I do consider 
myself a stargazer. I consider myself pretty good at explaining 
the complex stuff down to a level where most folks understand. 

Q: Do you own a telescope to stargaze? 

A: No, I do not, but I do own binoculars, which are perfect 
for begiimer stargazers. They are much easier and cheaper. 

Interview and photo by Bernice Trieu 
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News 


Bell Tower Arts Journal now accepting 
online submissions until Nov. 12 


By Andrea Davis 
StafFWriter 

Submissions to the TJC Bell Tower Arts 
Journal are due Nov. 12. The submission process 
has changed to only online appHcations to help 
reduce the risk of the spread of COVlD-19. 
Apply onhne at tjc.edu/beUtower. 

The TJC Bell Tower Arts Journal only accepts 
submissions of original, not previously published 
works of non-fiction essays, short fiction, graphic 
art, photography and poetry. Pre-published 
or plagiarized work will not be accepted. The 
journal's editorial board is constantly seeking 
unique and insightful submissions displaying 
lively language and artistic skills. 

Work deemed destructive, profane, 
exploitative, pornographic, racist, or seeking to 
cause injury to an individual or group will not. 
be accepted. All entries must be accompanied 


with a fully completed submission form for 
entry acceptance, according to the inside of the 
Bell Tower Arts Journal. 

The Bell Tower Arts Journal is sponsored by 
the Psi Gamma Chapter of Sigma Kappa, the 
Tyler branch of the National English Honor 
Society. 

According to the inside cover of the journal, 
“they give equal consideration to all appUcants 
for admission, employment, and participation 
in its programs and activities without regard to 
race, creed, color, national origin, gender, age, 
marital status, disabUity or veteran status.” 

Dr. Linda Gary, professor and department 
chair of humanities, philosophy and general 
studies, created the journal in 2006. 

“My favorite thing about the journal is that if 
is student focused and student generated,” Gary 
said. “Students design the cover and layout each 
year, and only student works are considered 


for publication. Students are even part of the 
selection process.” 

The TJC Bell Tower Arts Journal is named 
after the Bell Tower on campus and exists to 
highlight the artistic and Uterary works ofTJC s 
students. Each year the number of submissions 
to the journal changes, but the highest number 
of entries in one year was 70 total entries. 

During the journal s 14 years of production, 
it has won numerous awards, including three 
best overall Uterary magazine at the Texas 
Intercollegiate Press Association Conference. 

“Considering that the Literary Magazine 
category is an open division — we are up 
against Uterary magazines produced at four- 
year universities that are large and weU- 
flmded — that's quite an honor,” Gary said. 
“It’s rather like winning Best Picture at the 
Oscars, and it is a testament to the steUar 
quality of the journal.” 



Photo by Michael Bald 


The Bell Tower Arts Journal is a 
collaboration among the English, art and 
visual communications departments. 

The cover above is from the most recent 
volume. 


Tyler Museum of Art highlights exhibitions from 
Houston, Beaumont contemporary artists 


ByMaryMone 
OnUne Editor 

Piece by piece, the Texas Museum of Art is 
a source for not only the Tyler Junior CoUege 
community, but also the Tylei^ community to 
enrich their Uves with art from aU over Texas. 
Current exhibitions. Bits and Pieces by A1 
Souza, and From the Vault, which contains 
works from the Art Museum of Southeast 
Texas, are on display for visitors. 

There are 1,600 pieces in the permanent 
collection at the TMA, and the exhibits change 
every three months. 

The Bits and Pieces exhibition was not 
planned, but when Caleb Bell, curator of 
TMA, was home doing puzzles during 
COVTD-19 lockdowns, he got the idea to 
feature Souza's collection. 

The collection was completed between 2000 
and 2010, and according to TMA’s Executive 
Director, Christopher M. Leahy, “its just an 
incredible visual display.” 

Leahy said the collection presents works that 
are a collage of puzzle pieces. 

“From this distance, they’re really abstract, but 
when you get close to them and really look at 
them, you can see the layers of puzzles and how 
he's buUt the composition up,” Leahy said. 


Layers in Souza's work are a theme. He layers 
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different puzzles on top of each other to create a 
whole new piece. 

Souza, born in Plymouth, Massachusetts, has 
had his works, or what he refers to as paintings, 
presented not only through Moody Gallery in 
Houston, but, “has exhibited extensively both 
nationally and internationally,” according to 
moodygallery.com. 

The way Souza composes these art pieces is 
a process. He starts by laying the puzzles out 
on his studio floor and gets up on a ladder and 
looks down at them. After he can see clearly, he 
organizes how he wants them to flow and work 
together. “Again, much like a painter composing 
a painting,” Leahy said. 

Souza's exhibition opened July 19 and will be 
on display until Oct. 18. 

The From the Vault exhibition, which is a 
collaboration vdth the Art Museum of Southeast 
Texas in Beaumont, is also currently on display 
and will be available until Nov. 29. 

The From the Vault exhibition is filled with 
contemporary art from personal collections 
of artists. 

“When you use the word contemporary in art, 
it simply means living artists,” Leahy said. 

The exhibit is filled with an assorted collection. 
“The works are diverse and include drawings, 
mixed-media collages, paintings, photographs 
and prints,” according to tylermuseum.org. 



Another exhibit being shown in the TMA is 
the annual Art of Peace. The Art of Peace is a 
community wide week where they “promote a 
spirit of creativity, compassion, and community 
through partnerships, fellowship, dialogue, 
social action, music, poetry, and art,” according 
to tylerpeace.com. 

The art museum is still focused on its roots 
by being involved with the schools around Tyler 
and surrounding counties. For example, they 
sponsor student artists and work with children 
in middle school by doing a themed day where 
art teachers have students represent what the 
day of the dead means to them, and then the 
museum displays the artwork. 

“We send out a call to them to bring their 
students artwork here and we display it. I think 
we had 200 students last year,” Leahy said. 

After students continue in their academic 
career and reach senior year of high school, the 
museum offers them a display opportunity again. 
For the past 15 years, the museum has offered 
this opportunity, and last year, they had 20 high 
schools participate with a total 98 students from 
nine Texas counties. 

“By and large the work is incredible. It shows 
an enormous amount of creativity and good 
teachers,” Leahy said. 

Almost 50 years ago, the Tyler Service 
League, who were more well known around 



Tyler classrooms as the “picture ladies,” started 
the Tyler Museum of Art, 

The picture ladies were a group of women who 
invested time into the community in the 50s 
and 60s. They saw a need for an art component 
in the community. They did many things, but 
one of the most notable activities they did 
was bringing posters of art into classrooms to 
present to children. 

After much consideration, the group 
contacted the president of Tyler Junior College, 
and they received land on campus to build a 
museum. They raised money in 1969, and Davis 
Wilcox, a local architect, built the 15,000 square 
foot building in 1970. They officially opened 
in March of 1971 and will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary this March. 

The picture ladies began the TMA for a cause 
they were passionate about. This cause was 
something Eleanor Cameron, one of the picture 
ladies who was active on the museum's board 
until last year, kept close to her heart. 

“She died at 98, and she was active and 
moving until the day that she died. She was a 
phenomenal Texas woman,” Leahy said. 

Art can be intimidating to many people, but 
Leahy beUeves it is for everyone to look at and 
interpret, despite their level of knowledge. “One 
of the things about art is that you don't need to 
know anything to come in,” Leahy said. 



Flu season: 

Campus clinic 
offering flu shots 
for students 

From Page 1 

important for the people the students come in 
contact vdth whUe sick. 

“Even if the flu is mild when you're a student 
age, for the people you come in contact vdth 
at the school — the staff, the faculty, people 
in the community, at church and other places 
— for them getting the flu can be a Ufe- 
threatening event,” Cummins said. 

Remember to keep those people in mind 
and continue to keep up vigilance against 
the flu, like it's being done for COVTD-19, 
Cummins said. 

Experts throughout the years have expressed 
the need of getting a yearly flu shot. An 
important reason to get a flu shot is “to reduce 
your risk of flu illness,” Pate said. 

The TJC Campus CUnic vdU have flu shots 
available for students at no cost at aU. 

The chnic vdU be making appointments 
for flu vaccinations this year. Students will 
call the clinic at (903) 510-3862 to set up an 
appointment time for the vaccination. 

For more on how to stay safe this flu season, 
visit cdc.gov or hopkinsmedicine.org. 

To learn more about what plans TJC 
has implemented or to know what to do if 
COVTD-19 symptoms appear, visit tjc.edu/ 
^fall2020plan. 


Unsung Heroes: Projects range from new 
buildings, renovations to maintenance 


From Page 1 

Being the director of the facflities 
and construction, Gartman has varying 
responsibilities. His days are often long and 
fiill of activities from emailing and planning 
to jack hammering. 

Beginning his day, he arrives on campus 
at 7 a.m. and reviews and rephes to emails. 
After finishing getting set up for the 
day, he heads over to the Rogers Palmer 
Performing Arts Center at 9 a.m. where he 
answers questions and is briefed on issues 
happening. The Rogers Palmer Performing 
Arts Center has been under construction 
since June 2019, and Gartman has been 
involved vdth this project and others 
from the beginning, such as the Wagstaff 
Gymnasium addition and remodel and the 
Earth and Space Science Center. Recalling 
the project, Gartman said it was such an, 
“epic project,” to update and replace the 
utilities around and for the science center, 
and only, “those that were here can tell tales 
of this project.” 

Other projects he has been involved vdth 
are the Rogers Nursing and Health Sciences 
Center, Crossroads Hall and the Energy 
Center at TJC West. 

“The Energy Center at TJC West was a 
ver}^ satisfying project,” Gartman said. 

Not only is Gartman and his team 
responsible for accomphshing all of these 
big projects, they also complete minor 


renovations around campus, including 
Sledge and Claridge halls, multiple 
necessary large roofing projects, and various 
upgrades and improvements in other 
buildings. 

Though he has countless projects he has 
worked on, one Gartman is especially proud 
of is the Cuhnary Arts Center, which was 
completed last year, and had a lot of new 
technology and equipment installed. 

According to tylerpaper.com, “the 
kitchens include workstations vdth grills, 
ovens, sinks and everything else students 
need to cook. They also are set up vdth 
induction ranges, which can be taken out of 
the facility for catering events.” 

While a lot of his work involves meetings, 
making plans and budgeting, Gartman does 
not shy away from hands-on work. 

“Later this afternoon, I hope to slip away 
to a house we are demolishing and operate 
the concrete jack hammer for a while 
just as a break from the everyday hustle,” 
Gartman said. 

With being in charge of such an 
influential department within the TJC 
community, it could be easy to get 
overwhelmed with all of the renovations. 
Gartman keeps his motivations as 
reminders of what makes the challenges he 
faces worth it. 

“A big motivation for me is seeing the end 
result of something that I have influence 
in,” Gartman said. “Another is the folks and 


students here at TJC. Anything I do I want 
it to benefit them and TJC.” 

Through the summer, while learning 
the new COVTD-19 guidelines, the 
facilities and construction team was busy 
on campus focusing on the instructional 
buildings and dorms. 

“We have morphed into a department 
that has service at the top of the list of the 
things we do,” Gartman said. 

Although Gartman is a busy man, he 
“never takes shortcuts,” said Julie Newman, 
the operations coordinator of facilities and 
construction. 

The facilities and construction team is 
always looking at ways to improve the 
campus for years to come, and Newman said 
when Gartman “builds something, he builds 
it to last.” 
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GET THE GRILLER’S BUNDLE - 

INTRODUCTORY PRICE: $79®® 


+ 4 MORE BURGERS FREE 

THAT’S 20 COURSES + SIDES & DESSERT! 


4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignon 
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops 
4 {4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers 
4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks 
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin 
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets 
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet 
separaK^iy 


ORDER NOW! 1.833.406.1259 ask for 63281KXJ 

www.OmahaSteaks.com/family588 


•Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 
Standard S&H applies. 02020 Omaha Steaks, Inc. 

Exp. 10/31/20 
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SUDOKU 


FREE! 

Savings Include an American 
Standard Right Height Toilet 
FREE! ($500 Value) 


WalkJnTubs 

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500 


ON 

w 


1 / Backed by American Standard’s 140 years of 
experience 

✓ Ultra low entry for easy entering & exiting 

✓ Patented Quick Drain® Technology 


INCLUDING labor backed by American Standard 
✓ 44 Hydrotherapy jets for an invigorating massage 
Limited Time Offer! Cal! Today! ^ 

866 - 612-7490 ® 

Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/spm 
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C StatePoint Media 

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every 
row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9. 
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ACROSS 

1. AU thumbs 

6. *Do this to Shorty 

9. Practice in the ring 

13. Popular aquarium 
dweUer 

14. Fertility clinic stock 

15. Dreamy 

16. Brightest star in 

Gvffnus 

43. “ a soul” 

44. Sudden occurrence 
of disease 

46. Crimson rival 

47. Power system 

48. “Rock the ”by 

The Clash 

50. Deal with it 

52. Happy Gilmore’s 
peg 

17. Romanian money 

53. Bird’s groomer 

18. Athlete’s stage 

55. Tap choice 

19. *Ferris BueUer’s time 

57. *Dr. Strangelove 

away 

learned to love it, two 

21. *He always rings 

words 

twice 

61. *No country for 

23. G in music 

these guys, two words 

24. Dissenting clique 

64. *One green one in 

25. Billy’s Harry to 

John Wayne flick 

’s SaUv 

65. “Eureka!” 

28. “Brave New World” 

67. Erasable 

drug 

programmable read only 

30. Lung pouch 

memory 

35. Crematorium 

69. Woven waU hanging 

containers 

70. Soldier’s bed 

37. X-ray units 

71. “All the world’s a 


39. Humpy ungulate 

40. One of oldest cities 
in China or Welsh girls 
name 

41. Torchers misdeed 


72. R in RIP 

73. It is 

74. Boxer turned actor 


DOWN 

1. It would 

2. Pauper’s permanent 
state 

3. Europe’s highest 
volcano 

4. Hunts for food 


about her 

31. Telephoned 

32. Bright 

33. Eagle’s nest 

34. *Bonnie’s partner 
36. Give the cold 
shoulder 

“3S7Musiciari’s To" 


6. The Masters’ game 

7. *It’s all about her 

8. Greyish brown 

9. Database command 

10. Lord Byron’s 
composition 

11. *King of Siam’s 
governess 

12. *Private that had to 
be saved 

15. a.k.a. tears of Chios 
20. Fauna’s partner 

22. Mozart’s “L’_del 

Cairo 


24. Eponymous comic 
strip character 

25. *The hiUs are alive 
with the sound of it 

26. “Fear of Flying” 
authorJong 

27. Annoying tiny biters 
29. *There’s something 


shine 

42. Kathmandu country 
45. Wooden shoes 
49. Skirt’s edge 
51. First among siblings 
54. Olden day 
calculators 

56. Like worthless 
promise 

57. Tow rope alternative 

58. At this point 

59. Does something 
wrong 

60. “Don’t_around 

the bush” 


61. Mares’ meal 

62. “-zoic” periods 

63. Not happening 
66. *Some like it this 
way 

68. *There were three, 
plus a baby 


C ro ss word and Sudoku 
solutions will be online 
at thedrumbeat.com. 
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‘Dune’ trailer has A-list cast with gorgeous setting 


By Michael Bald 

Entertainment and Design Editor 

“Dune” is the live action adaptation of the book 
series of the same name by author Frank Herbert 
and is scheduled to release on Dec.18. The film 
is directed by French-Canadian filmmaker Denis 
Villuneve whose previous works include “Blade 
Runner 2049,” “Arrival” and “Prisoners.” 

“Dune” is a gigantic story taking place 
thousands of years in the future where humanity 
has conquered planets and is ruled by seven 
powerful families. The film will be based on the 
first two and a half books where the character 


Paul Atreides, played by Timothee Chalamet, 
leads an army of nomadic tribes fi:om different 
worlds to help conquer the desert planet Arrakis 
and restore his house name. 

The film has gained attention- not only from 
fans of the novels, but also regular film goers 
due to the all-star cast. Timothee Chalamet is 
starring in the leading role, but the supporting 
cast includes names such as Zendya from the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe “Spiderman” movies, 
Rebecca Ferguson from the “Mission Impossible 
Franchise,” Oscar Issac from the “Star Wars 
Sequel Trilogy,” Jason Mamoa fi-om “Game of 
Thrones,” Dave Bautista from “Guardians of 


the Galaxy,” SteUan Skarsguard from the “Thor” 
movies, Javier Bardem fi*om “SkyfaU,” and Josh 
BroUin fi'om “Avengers: Endgame.” 

Denis Villnueve has always been acclaimed by 
critics for having gorgeous cinematography in 
his films. Most apparent in “Blade Runner 2049,” 
which won an Oscar for best cinematography 
by Roger Dekins. In “Dune,” Villnueve will 
be working alongside Cinematographer Greig 
Fraser, who is known for his work in “Rogue 
One: A Star Wars Story,” “Zero Dark Thirty” 
and “Lion.” Based on the trailer alone, it looks 
as if the film has an epic scale that will be a 
visual marvel. 


The film has a budget of $200 million, which 
is surprising that Warner Bros, would give the 
director that much because of his last film, “Blade 
Runner 2049,” flopping at the box office; costing 
the studio a $150 million loss. The problem with 
that movie was mostly due to the poor advertising 
and lack of star power. 

With so many big names attached to the 
“Dune” project and the amount of attention it s 
received from the public, it s possible that Denis 
Villnueve will make amends with Warner Bros. 




Graphic by Michael Bald 



RbvIsw: ‘I’m Thinking of Ending Things’ fuels introspection 


By Chris Crymes 

StaffWriter 


While theatre releases like “Wonder Woman 1984” might be pushed 
back further to next year, the state of the world wont stop Charlie Kaufman 
from showing off his nigh-perfected skills of focused melancholia with 
“Fm Thinking of Ending Things.” 

Have you ever known a relationship wasn’t right? Not that there is 
anything inherently wrong on the surface, but something is just...off. 
Missing, maybe? A need to be free of a relationship for one reason or 
another? This is the shade of anxiety Kaufman captures like a snapshot in 
“Fm Thinking of Ending Things.” 

The film follows a young woman, played by Jessie Buckley, meeting 
her boyfi-iend’s parents in the country, despite her growing feelings of 
uncertainty about their relationship. There is something strange going on as 
odd sights present themselves to the young woman as the night progresses. 
The cerebral, almost horror-like, twists and turns will not be spoiled here, 
but go in knowing this is a piece of media made to be broken down. Events 
just happen in “Fm Thinking of Ending Things,” almost like an oddly 
specific bad dream. It wouldn’t be a Charlie Kaufman script if things were 
told in a straightforward way. 

Said script never ceases to keep one slightly on edge throughout the two 
hours 14-minute runtime of the film. The script utilizes poetry readings, 
long spurts of heated conversation, and fourth wall breaks with spot-on 
performances to successfully emulate the feeling that you are watching 
someone’s fleeting dreams. Kaufman’s script, based on a book of the same 
title by Iain Reid, delivers minute after minute of subtle anxiety as we meet 
fully realized, but nonetheless strange, characters and environments you 
feel you’ve driven through yourself. 

Those stellar, refined characters shine from the small cast. From Buckley’s 
anxiety-raddled “Lucy” trying desperately to keep it together as this 
relationship nightmare progresses, to her boyfriend subtly played by Jesse 
Plemons, who seems to know more about the strangeness than he lets on, 
the entire cast delivers unsettlingly vivid performances. 

An unexpected plus of the film is the painfully lonely, yet serene 
cinematography from Lukasz Zal. Following his powerful work in 2018’s 
“Cold War” with an ironically icy depiction of an all but empty Oklahoma 
town. Dank, lifeless barns barely lit by the escaping light of dusk. Dinner 
tables spilling ominous candle light to contrast polite conversation. High 
school hallways made nauseatingly tense in the night. Zal uses his vast 
stores of photographic skill to slam dunk the dark, dreary tones 
that Kaufman’s script sets up. It is truly some of the loneliest 
cinematography of the year. 

This film is sure to be a divisive one. Its deep feelings of 
melancholy and anxiety intentionally fight you from 
casually watching it, but something about the subtle 
realness of its characters keeps you hooked as 
the mo’vde takes you on its arduous journey. I 
do highly recommend it, just maybe not if 
you’re feeling a little down. 


Photos courtesy of the Wall Street Journal and Indiewire 


Review: ‘The Devil 
All the Time’ propels 
Southern Gothic genre 

By Chris Crymes 
Contributing Writer 

It’s easy to get lost in the flood of streaming movie releases, 
especially now that most media has shifted online. Netflix is one of the 
main proponents of this media shift, throwing out surprisingly quality releases 
seemingly at random. The latest release, “The Devil All the Time,” being ushered 
out in the middle of the week is no different. With only one trailer back in August 
and no other advertisements, it’s as if Netflix is attempting to cultivate a hidden gem with 
this film. Despite a lengthy runtime, “The Devil All the Time” is a tragically grounded, fully 
realized Southern Gothic tale. 

The Oxford Research Encyclopedia describes Southern Gothic literature as including, “the 
presence of irrational, horrific, and transgressive thoughts, desires, and impulses; grotesque 
characters; dark humor, and an overall angst-ridden sense of alienation.” While Edgar Allan 
Poe and William Faulkner are considered the fathers of the genre, even playwrights like 
Tennessee Williams drew on Southern Gothic themes in their works, and “The Devil All the 
Time” seeks to bring those elements fully into 2020. 

With a solemn, all-knowing narrator and a revolving cast of interweaving plots and 
characters, the film calls back to Faulkner’s work “The Sound and the Fury” and takes a toll on 
the viewer. Over the two hours and 18 minutes of the film, ’writer/director Antonio Campos’ 
all-encompassing but focused tale takes his audience on a true journey in two small towns in 
West Virginia and Ohio, while cutting between several time periods to show the consequences 
of decisions characters make. 

Those characters are masterfully helmed by a talent-studded cast. Highlights among them 
include Tom Holland, usually knovsm as this generation’s Spider-Man, as the latter half of the 
film’s central character. Robert Pattinson continues his prolific run of modern performances as a 
snake of a false preacher. The rest of the cast is not filled vdth slouches, though. Sebastian Stan, 
Bill Skarsgard, Haley Bennett and Riley Keough all bring a dirty realness to their characters so 
everyone on screen rings true. 

There are some things one can’t look away from in the film. Among them being the scope 
and runtime. With such a wide breadth, the story can at times feel as though it’s just trying to 
cover too much. 

One plot thread surrounding the background ’vdllains of the film comes and goes as it pleases, 
sometimes catching the viewer off guard. Not to say it is poorly paced, but every now and then 
Campos decides to return to an earlier or different thread in the heat of the action. This could 
be frustrating for a viewer seeking a more straightforward watch. 

Another potential downside is the depiction of violence in the film. While most of the violent 
acts in the film are framed and shot as unsettling, a couple of instances could be misconstrued as 
glorification of violence. I believe this is something for a viewer to decide on their own, but it is 
something to be ^are of vvdiile w^ 

Even with these negatives, “The Devil AH the Time” offers powerful performances, beautiful 
cinematography and a rock-solid script told by a director whose talents look to increase with 
each passing project. This film is not for the faint of heart, but worth the watch for fans of the 
dark and heav}'. 






















Student Life 


\ 


V 


September 25 - October 8, 2020 • thedrumbeat.com • Page 6 


TRIO educates, prepares students for academic next level 



By Sorayda Rivera 
Student Life Editor 


Photo by Sorayda Rivera 


Students must be seeking 
a 4-year major to qualify 
for TRIO’S Student Support 
Services. Additionally, they 
must either be first-generation 
college students, low income, 
or have a disabling condition 
as defined by the ADA. 


Academic coaching, understanding financial 
literacy, transfer information and teaching 
students how to use the resources on campus 
are on the list of services provided by TRIO. All 
services provided are free for TRIO students. 

TRIO is a program derived to help students 
plan the education and training they need to 
move up in Ufe, specifically the admissions and 
financial aid processes to enable them to enroll 
in the college, university or vocational school of 
their choice. 

Since 1965, TRIO programs have helped 
students overcome class, social and cultural 
barriers to higher education. 

Rosa Hopkins, coordinator of student support 
services, explained the program's goal is to 
provide resources that wdU help students at the 
two-year level to successfully graduate and then 
transfer to a four-year level. 

“We are trying to get students to have successful 
semesters and then persist firom semester to 
semester until they graduate firom the college,” 
Hopkins said. She added TRIO helps one have a 
serious approach to their scholastic studies. 

“TRIO will allow you to set that foundation, 
network, and get you to the next goal of your 
journey,” Hopkins said. 

The TJC TRIO program has two programs 
to serve the individual educational needs of its 
students — Educational Opportunities Center 
and Student Support Services. 

The Educational Opportunity Center helps 
students to plan their education and training so 


students can move forward in life. This teaches 
students to navigate the admissions and financial 
aid process, so students can enroll in the college, 
university or vocational school of their choice. 

The Student Support Services helps prepare 
students to do college-level work and provides 
academic and financial opportunities. They also 
provide tutoring services and support to ensure 
students graduate. 

Both programs provide students with an 
opportunity to work one-on-one wdth a TRIO 
counselor. 

First-year TJC student and elementary 
education major, DAvianna Crockett-Bickham, 
believes TRIO will help her graduate successfully. 

“ItTl help me gain experience and build 
connections that'll help me enter into the 
next step of transferring to a university while 
also, instilling impactful qualities that I'll need 
for my career and overall success,” Crockett- 
Bickham said. 

Mary Kaye Bartlett, a two-year TRIO student, 
said her experience with TRIO has helped boost 
her confidence. Bartlett said since being in 
TRIO she has “better time management skills, 
increased knowledge and mental stability for 
test-taking.” 

“I have utilized the tutoring services both with 
the math and the writing services within the 
TRIO department,” Bartlett said. “I also like that 
when I have utilized the tutoring services in the 
library it allows for extra time.” 

TRIO also provides academic advising, but it 
is not required. 

Like everything else in life right now, there 
have been some changes due to COVID-19. 


Hopkins said some of the services they 
generally offer have been reduced because of 
COVID-19 and social distancing. 

TRIO has a computer lab with eight computers, 
but only three students can use the lab at a time. 
In the past, TRIO has had late office hours, but 
their new office hours are 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Another change due to COVID-19 is TRIO's 
trip to visit and tour other campuses. TJC has 
suspended all travel, so this semester they will be 
hosting virtual college tours. 

Other events hosted by TRIO include Grit 
and Mindsets, Lunch and Learn workshops, and 
Work Ethic workshops. 

Hopkins said they want to empower and 
educate students so they know what questions to 
ask and where to go for resources. 

“Although I haven't been in TRIO very long, 
I really appreciate the staff for being so sweet 
and welcoming,” Crockett-Bickham said. 
“This program in general does so much and is 
already helping me adjust to managing college 
life, balance my time and enjoy the college 
experience.” 

TRIO also assists students needing assistance 
with career planning, assisting in college majors/ 
degree plans, class selection, help finding and 
applying for scholarships, or FAFSA guidance. 

“TRIO is definitely worth looking into; you 
can’t hurt taking the time to look,” Bartlett said. 
“It has so many positives to offer. You just have to 
be willing to open your mind, be wdUing to step 
out of where you’ve been and go for it.” 

For information on how to apply and further 
requirements, visit tjc.edu/trio or on the third 
floor of the Student Rogers Center. 


Baptist Student Ministry provides a Christ-centered community 


By Jessica King 
StaffWriter 


Tyler Junior College's Baptist 
Student Ministry is seizing every 
opportunity to gather together 
and serve students during 
COVTD-19.The BSM exists to 
help college students grow closer 
to God, campus and the nations. 
The BSM is a diverse student 
group that welcomes students to 
come and explore who God is, 
experience a thriving community 
and be equipped in their faith to 
change the world with the hope 
of Jesus Christ. 

“We are fortunate to have a 
large on-campus building that 
has allowed us to host several 
events for students in accordance 
vdthTJC [COVID-19] 
guidelines,” Reagan Reid,TJC's 
BSM director, said. 

The BSM holds “MVMNT 
(Movement),” a worship service, 
at 6 and 8 p.m. every Thursday. 

„.Th.e t^jwamhip^.^^ 


followed by an after-party with 
a pancake and bacon dinner 
served by the TJC Women's 
Soccer team. 

In addition to MVMNT, 
the BSM students meet in five 
different community groups 
socially distanced in the BSM 
building and outdoors on 
campus. These community groups 
are for any dorm and off-campus 
students to gather and fellowship 
on Mondays and Wednesdays 
based on their classification and 
where they live. 

“One of oiir favorite events is 
our BSM Free Lunch that we 
host on Wednesday at 12 p.m.,” 
Reid said. Students can come to 
the BSM building for lunch and 
a short devotional or stop by the 
BSM's on-campus table next to 
the library to pick-up a meal on 
the go. 

David Chambless, a leader 
at the BSM, said he felt 
“immediately welcomed,” and 
.JLhaMhejQrggni^^ 


him to “make lifelong friendships 
and show the love of Christ to 
all.” Chambless believes the BSM 
is “a phenomenal way to get 
plugged in!” 

For more information about 
the BSM or any upcoming 
events, students can text 
TJCBSM'to 85005, go online to 
tjcbsm.com, or follow the BSM 
Instagram at @TJC_BSM. 

For more information about 
a weekly community group, 
students who live in Ornelas 
dorm can follow @o2.biblestudy 
on Instagram, off-campus 
freshmen can foUow @ffeshfaith. 
biblestudy on Instagram. 

Crossroads dorm students can 
follow @ignite.biblestudy on 
Instagram, on-campus resident 
students who do not live in 
Ornelas or Crossroads can follow 
@OC.biblestudy on Instagram, 
and off-campus sophomores 
can follow @commonground. 
biblestudy on Instagram. 



Photo by Jessica 


Baha’i Club creates a 
safe spaee of fellowship, 
aeceptanee for students 


Upcoming Events 



Byjessica King 
StaffWriter 


When it comes to 
adopting a new way to 
operate this semester, the 
Baha'i Club is taking on 
the challenge. 

In compliance withTJC's 
COVID-19 procedures, 
there will be a Zoom 
meeting streamed while 
the in-person meeting is 
taking place to keep the 
room at 50% capacity. 

Face masks are required at 
aU on-campus events. The 
meeting ID to join the 
Baha'i Club Zoom meeting 
is 936 9960 7373. The in-person meetings are 
firom noon to 1 p.m. every Monday in the Vaughn 
Library, FCC Room. Lunch is provided. 

The club will also hold Zoom meetings from 
noon to 1 p.m. every Wednesday for those who 
cannot make the Monday meetings. 

Karen Anglin, the sponsor of the Baha’i Club, 
said “COVTD-19 has changed the mechanics of 
our club meetings, but not the spirit.” 

The club’s goal for this semester is to “create a 
safe place for students to discuss important issues 
with no fear of judgment,” Anglin said. 

Students who attend a meeting will receive 
a free hand sanitizer on a carabiner and a club 
T-shirt. 

The Baha’i Club of TJC is a religious 



Courtesy photo 

This photo was taken before the COVID-19 pandemic. 


organization based on the teachings of the Baha'i 
Faith, which believes God intended religion 
to unite people, not divide them. According to 
Bahaiteachings.org, the faith aims to “consort 
-with the followers of all rehgions in a spirit of 
firiendliness and fellowship,” said Baha'u'Uah, 
prophet founder of the Baha’i faith. 

For more information, contact Anglin at 
kang@tjc.edu or Amanda AUen, president of the 
Baha'i Club, at aallel04@email.tjc.edu. 

To stay updated on upcoming events jfrom the 
Baha’i Club, students can search them in Apache 
Access, or in OrgSync. 

The club also has a Facebook group that 
students can join at facebookcom/groups/ 
bahaiclubtjc. 
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Tired of being trashy? 

Campus recycling efforts rely on volunteerism to flourish 



A ccording to recent data from the 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, Americans generated 
267.8 million tons of trash in 2017, of 
which 139.6 million tons ended up in 
landfills. More than 38% of this waste 
consisted of paper and plastic - the most 
common recyclable materials. 

Tyler Junior College has made past efforts 
to do its part in protecting our environment, 
promoting recycHng on campus and 
sponsoring campus programs such as Keep 
TJC Beautiful. However, most sustained 
efforts to maintain recycling on campus 
have fallen through due to a lack of funding 
and manpower. 

“TJC hasn’t pursued more recycHng 
options as this would entail paying for 
services, such as having the city pick up 
our recyclables,” said Lauren Tyler, director 
of student Hfe at TJC. “Right now this is 
picked up on a volunteer basis, but this 
would have to be a paid service for an 
outside company/city to collect.” 

In order to obtain more permanent 
recycling options or pay for professional 
recycHng services, TJC would need to 
develop a larger volunteer base to purchase 
more bins and/or pay for collection 
services. 

“Recent efforts include discussions 
within the Keep TJC Beautiful committee 
as well as the recycle pick up days 
that occur twice a month,”Tyler said. 
"RecycHng bins were purchased last year, 
and we hope to continue to increase, bin 5 .^S :^, 
we identify spaces and responsible parties 
to monitor them.” 

TJC has the means - it just needs the 
manpower. Without much promotion or 
volunteerism, it’s no surprise most recycling 

efforts haven’t gained widespread traction in 
recent years. The current recycHng days on 
campus have given students and faculty an 
opportunity to change that. 

There are also several recycHng bins 
available to students and staff around 
campus. Though they are far outnumbered 
by regular trash cans, these bins provide one 
of the only options for recycHng without 
having to pile up recyclables at home and 


Graphic by Molly Swisher 

without more hands. It is up to our faculty, 
staff and student body to step up to protect 
our campus, our city and our environment. 
We need to make a coUective effort and 
take a stand for what we stand on. 


Staff Editorial 


involvement, but iffflows 

campus recycHng the accessibility it has 
previously lacked. 

The Student Senate’s upcoming recycHng 
coUection days wiU be held in parking 
lot F3 on Oct. 1, Oct. 15, Nov. 5, Nov. 19 
and Dec. 3. Participants can bring paper, 
cardboard and No. 1 and 2 plastics for 
recycHng. By encouraging both individuals 
and organizations on campus to attend, 
we can prove TJC cares enough about 


recycHng to make it a mainstay with 
volunteerism at the helm. 

Without a dedicated volunteer base, 
minimal funding and inevitable turnover 
will hamper any efforts to develop a 
permanent recycHng campaign on campus. 
We cannot obtain more funds or more bins 


bring them to coHection days. These bins are 
also maintained by various departments and 
brought to coHection days on a volunteer 
basis. This gives campus organizations 
another opportunity to sponsor a recycHng 
location and cycle through volunteers to 
empty and coUect materials. 

Without money to purchase 
recycHng bins, even smaU 
organizations can band 
together to coUect materials. 

Plastic and cardboard 
bins from home can be 
decorated and used as 
sponsored recycHng 
locations on campus. 

Not only does this 


promote 

student 



In 2017, Americans threw away 267»8 

million tons of trash. 


139.6 million tons 
k of it ended up 
in stateside 
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Golunin: Society denies meff emotional vulnerability 


By Madison Reiser 

Editor-in-Chief 

Boys don’t cry. They hate the color pink. 

They love sports and cars, and they have to 
hold their alcohol. They’re the breadwinners, 
the handymen, the logicians. That’s just the 
way things are. 

Of course, none of these things are tme. At least, 
not across the board. Yet, these are only a fraction of the 
stereotypes and box-shaped expectations that are imposed on 
men in American society. Men are made to beUeve, from early 
childhood, they must feel and behave a certain way in order to be 
validated. This gives way to the permeation of toxic mascuHnity 
in nearly every aspect of our culture. 

The Cambridge dictionar)'' defines toxic mascuHnity as 
“ideas about the way that men should behave that are seen as 
harmful, for example the idea that men should not cry or admit 
weakness.” Such a mindset pressures men into suppressing their 


emotions, possibly leading to feeHngs of isolation, failure 
or ostracization. This can have an enormous impact on 
men’s mental health. 

According to Mental Health America, more than 
six milHon adult men are affected by depression 
every year. AdditionaUy, men are four times as Hkely 
to die by suicide than women. Combined with social 
isolation and the downplaying of symptoms, this 
means men are also less Hkely to seek help for mental 
health issues. 

It is time for our society to discard the destmctive expectations 
imposed on men - ones that demand they “man up” while their 
emotional wellbeing, and often their Hves, are endangered. We 
must begin teaching men that it’s OK to talk about their feeHngs, 
it’s OK to break away from the status quo in their hobbies and 
interests, and it’s OK to foUow a different path than the ones laid 
out before them. 

Some may pose the question, “Well, isn’t that sexist? 
Counterproductive to feminism?” But those individuals neglect 
to differentiate between unduly placing men on a pedestal and 


simply Hfting men up with the support they deserve as human 
beings. Allowing men comfort in emotional vulnerabiHty is just 
another step toward converting an oppressively patriarchal society 
into one in which egaHtarianism and empathy take precedence. 
Feminism wiU flourish even more under a system that promotes 
understanding in men over opposition. 

AUowing men the creative and emotional outlets they deserve 
does not mean issues of violence and sexism must simply be swept 
under the rug. If anything, shifting the behavioral expectations of 
men to be less aggressive might actuaUy promote accountabUity 
and help men to better understand and safely articulate their 
feeHngs. 

So, boys are aUowed to Hke the color pink. They’re aUowed 
to hate sports and cars and alcohol. They can be stay-at-home 
dads, artists, passionate pioneers - because men don’t belong 
in boxes. They belong in a world that understands mascuHnity 
and manhood as a spectmm that encompasses a broad array of 
occupations, emotions and identities: one that says to them, “It’s 
OK to cry.” 
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with Regan Minkel, English Professor 


Q: What is it that you do at TJC? 

A: I do a lot of things. My main responsibility is to teach English; 
Composition I, Composition II, World Lit. I’m the editor of the BeU 
Tower Arts Journal. I’m the faculty senate secretary — a lot of behind- 
the-scenes stuff. 


Q: What are some of the responsibilities associated with your 


jobs? 


A: As a teacher, my responsibilities are to deliver the content 
in a way that resonates and to hire administration, to enter grades 
and to meet student deadUnes by getting assignments back on time. 

More specifically, it’s to teach writing, to meet those objectives to 
teach college students how to write an academic essay. My responsibilities for the Bell Tower Arts 
Journal would be to promote this journal on campus and to gather submissions from students. I also 
have to coordinate meetings, edit submissions and create the BeU Tower manuscript. Faculty Senate 
responsibilities include being a voice for faculty and administration. It is also to see change on campus 
that wiU benefit us and the students. 



English as a degree because of that. 


Q: How long have you been teaching English in general? 

^;My entire career consists of Tyler Junior CoUege. I was a TA in 
graduate school, but it was never a ftiU-time teaching gig as I was stiU 
getting my master s. So six to seven years. 


Q: Do you think TJC is a good place to have started teaching? 

A: I think it is a wonderful place for teaching. I think it actuaUy lets 
you do teaching. If I were to go to a university there would be a whole 
lot of outside pressure on getting pubUshed as a professor and doing 
research in my field. These are aU wonderful things, but I think you have 
this luxury of that this is just about teaching and being able to teach students, which is what I want 
to do. I like doing that. 


Q: Given the sheer amount of things you do on campus, is there something you do to help 
relax you at the end of the day? 

A: Yes, I will admit I like to sink my brain into reality TV and into things that don’t really make 
me have to think. I have my shows that I can go home and watch that just help me not to think things 
at that moment. I also run. I love to run and workout that kind of helps me to detach a litde bit and 
close some tabs in my brain. Those are things I do that I think help. 


Q: Are the subjects you teach assigned to you or are you allowed to pick which subject you 
want to teach? 

yf; Well, I am only able to teach English because of my degree. I have so many hours in a master’s 
degree program that’s all in English. I am only certified to teach English, but I could teach anything 
in the English department. The English department has Technical Writing, Creative Writing, 
Composition courses and then World Literature, so I could technically teach all of those things. But 
we have people in the department that have MFA’s in things like Creative Writing and I don’t. So they 
teach Creative Writing even though I could because it’s all under the purview of English. The short 
answer is yes. I’m teaching what I’m certified to teach, but my boss assigns me those classes. 


Q: How have some of the new campus policies/Coronavirus procedures affected your daily 
routine on campus? 

A: It’s changed a lot as a writing teacher because English is not a lecture-based class. It’s not 
where I just stand up at the front of the class and talk the whole time. It’s about doing writing exercises 
and then I help one-on-one for each student that needs me to look at their stuff. That’s been really 
challenging when you’re six feet away from them or you’re trying to maintain distance, how do you 
help one-on-one when you can’t get close? That’s hard to do, it’s hard to help students without getting 
close to them. Peer review, where we exchange papers, and we read each other’s papers, that’s obviously 
not the way we do it now because we can’t exchange papers. The shift to online or at least having a lot 
of our stuff in the online classroom, I would say that it’s been a 1,000 times more work on us. I know 
it’s hard for students, too. It’s stressful and it’s scary. It’s just been a lot. We have to be able to teach in 
all kinds of different ways at all times of the day for any kind of student. It’s trying to figure out how 
you overcome teaching from so far away in order to help them to get better. 


Q: How did you arrive at English being a career choice for you? 

A: It kind of fell in my lap. I kind of always wanted to be in it, but I didn’t have much direction. 
I loved school and that’s all I knew, is that I loved school and that I loved to learn. I thrived in college 
and I just loved that space where people could all get together and talk about ideas. And then in the 
midst of that I loved writing, and I found that I really enjoyed writing as an outlet creatively, I pursued 


Q: Is there anything you would like to say to the students who have felt discouraged to 
continue their academic studies during this turmoil? 

A:l think this is applicable not just to COVID,but anything in life. Growing through and facing 
challenges, whether it be academically or something else, you must use this as an opportunity to learn 
more about yourself Things that you are good at and things you can be successful at, but also things 
you’re not so good at. Use this time as a time for reflection and learn to grow through aU of this. Don’t 
be blind to the things that are happening, take it as an opportunity to grow. Maybe that means you 
want to take face-to-face classes, but it would be better to take online. Take it as a way to learn to be 
better at online learning and to be flexible. 


Interview and photo by Bailey Saulters 


with David Harwell, 14-year Navy veteran 


Q: What is your major? 

A: I am a psychology major. 


Q: What made you decide to enroll at TJC? 

A: I wanted to help more veterans dealing with issues like most of us do. 
It got hard to see aU the issues and the avenues that we go with. TJC has an 
incredible community and a commitment to success, so I felt hke it was the 
perfect place for me. 


Q: How long have you been a student at TJC? 

A: FuUy one and a half years. 


Q: Your group is being renamed as you are now a TJC chapter of the 
Student Veterans of America, can you talk to me about that? 

A: SVA is a larger organization within the United States of veteran 
groups and helps us on a large scale as our honors society does to branch out, 
network and move forward. The sense of community and family is important 
to our students and our veterans. 



Q: How has COVID-19 impacted your organization? 

A: COVID hasn’t really impacted us as much. We are trained to handle any 
situation on a very quick twitch reaction basis so we can move more fluidly and 
tactfully as we can, so we just ride with the waves and see the best way to move 
around it if we can. 


Q: You mentioned that in the past your group hasn’t had a lot of members, 
why do you think that is? 

A: A vast majority of veterans want to just get their degrees done and not 
much else. I won’t look down on anyone for that. Whether it is due to families, 
jobs, responsibilities or what have you, it always takes a leader to step up and try 
to strive for those who can’t. 


Q: What are you doing to change that? 

A: This semester I actually have a lot more veterans on the main campus that 
I see daily and that is actually helping in some aspects. I am also trying to find 
an area on the other campuses to ensure we can get better information dispersal 
out to them so they know we do have events planned and coming up, and local 
resources they may not know that we have at their disposal. 


Q: What is the purpose of your organization? 

A: The purpose is to let the veterans on campus know there are others 
here going through similar hardships and supporting our students to go as far as possible and to 
ensure they have a safe place to come and study and get things off their chests in their day to day and 
some place to relax. Dependants of the students are also allowed as well so we have other faces to know 
if anything serious comes up and we can better help them. 


Q: What would you tell a veteran interested in coming to TJC? 

A: I would tell any veteran to come to TJC and to work their hardest. Fronl the faculty to support 
staff and even the camaraderie of students, it has definitely made a lasting impression on my life. 


Q: What are your responsibilities in your organization? 

A: I am the president, and I try to put a face with a name with every veteran on our campus so 
each semester I can do a weekly check-in with them if possible. If they aren’t doing so well, I show 
them our resources for tutors and our student resource center on campus so that they have as much 
access to what they need as possible. I also set up our meetings on a monthly basis and listen to any 
concerns or anything other veterans would also like to see here at TJC. 


Qj Is there anything you would like to see happen at TJC for the future? 

A: Yes, I would like to see the campus offer us our own resource center that is tied into the 
Veteran Affairs office. As a veteran student chapter so that the veteran body knows that the school 
backs us more thoroughly and solidly. 


Q: How long have you been a part of this organization? 

A: I actually ran this organization through the Student Senate my first semester on campus 
and got it approved through all the appropriate channels, and I hope it lasts a long time after I 
have graduated. 


Q: Is there anything else you would like to tell me about you? 

Well, I also go to the local community veteran meetings here in Tyler. I am a member of the 
Local American Legion Post 12.1 also work disaster relief yearly and co-run a veteran-owned search 
and rescue crew in my spare time while trying to do everything else that I can. I also try to ensure 
anyone and everyone on campus finds what they need, and I try to answer any questions I have ever 
been asked since being here. 


Q: Are there membership requirements for the veterans’ organization? 

A: The main membership requirement is the service member has to have honorable discharge on 
their DD214. 


Is there anything else you would like to teU me about the organization? 

A: I hope it continues a lot longer than my life and only helps the campus grow and the bond 
with many, many more veterans in the future, as well. Our organization also mentors people thinking 
about going into the military or who are going through the process to go in. 


Interview and photo by Sorayda Rivera 
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